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Dear Parents
Ofsted - We are a Good School!
We can now share the result of our recent Ofsted inspection as the report has been published and it will appear on the Ofsted website from Wednesday 15 February.  The school has developed significantly since our last inspection and the new expectations for a ‘Good’ rating are now much higher than in previous inspections.  We would like to share with you some of the key points of the inspection findings.

“The leadership team has maintained the good quality of education in the school since the last inspection.
Your high expectations lead to good behaviour.  Pupils learn well and they are highly considerate towards one another.
There is a keen emphasis on celebrating successes, learning from mistakes and following the school motto of ‘Better Never Stops’.
Through investment in training and resources, there has been a strong improvement in the quality of teaching pupils to read across the school.
You have clear plans and actions in place to raise standards further.
Heswall Primary School cares for and protects pupils successfully.
Children and pupils are given regular opportunities to learn about how to keep themselves safe, for example while online, as well as when out in the local community.
You have fully included provision for the youngest children in your plans for moving the school forward.
Better teaching has ensured that more pupils enjoy reading and make good progress in their phonics skills.
Staff now give pupils much more worthwhile reasons to write.”
Next Steps:
To progress even more, we will look to further challenge some our most able pupils.  We will continue to challenge all children, staff and parents to achieve beyond what they think is achievable whilst, as always, knowing all of our children well enough as individuals, to provide for their social and emotional needs.
We are pleased with the outcome of this inspection and believe that we are in an excellent position to move this wonderfully diverse and inclusive school forwards. 

HSA 

The HSA met again this week and have been discussing some exciting fund-raising ideas for the school community.  The funds raised directly benefit the children of Heswall Primary School.  Each year the HSA massively funds trips, classroom resources and experiences as well as making contributions towards the costs of residential trips such as Barnstondale and Oaklands.

As always, we need the help of new volunteers to keep the ideas coming and to help organise events.  All our parents are members of the HSA, and if you can help support them, please let us know and we will put you in touch with Catherine Caslin who is the Chair and a mum of two of the children in the school.  
Standards

We have been challenging all our children to raise their personal standards.  This can be in any way that the children see fit.  It could be by:

· ensuring they are wearing appropriate school uniform; 

· ensuring they are using the best handwriting that they can;
· spending enough time learning spellings and times tables;
· behaving suitably for school;
· doing work properly and persisting as it becomes more challenging;
· sticking to something they have committed to;
· taking and using good advice;
· using Bug Club at home to improve their reading.
Hot Dinners Are Back!

We are delighted that the school kitchen’s roof has now been repaired and deep cleaned.  As a result, ‘Shirlicious’ is now ready to go again and hot meals will be provided again from Monday 13 February starting with Week 2 Menu.  Thank you all for your patience during the delay.
Finally, Y1 and Y2 would be very grateful for small cardboard boxes, eg toothpaste, soap, any that are no bigger than the variety pack size of breakfast cereal, for their creative work.  You can send them in with your child or drop them off at Reception.  Thank you.

Yours sincerely
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J Lawrenson

Headteacher
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