	Seven Different Areas of reading
	Questions, hints and tips.

	AF1: Use a range of strategies, including accurate decoding of text, to read for meaning.

(This is the decoding of words section and what you can do if your child can’t read a word straight away.)


	There are no questions you can ask here.  You can encourage children to do some of the following if they are stuck on a word: 
1. Sound the word out.

2. Look at the first and last sound.

3. Read the rest of the sentence and see if you can work out what the word must be.

	AF2: Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text.
(Finding the answers to questions directly in the reading.)
	Example questions.
1. What happened in the end?

2. What did the character say?

3. Which word does the writer use to describe..?
4. What did the character do?

	AF3: Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts.
(Reading between the lines e.g. ‘The boy stomped out of the room’ lets us know he is angry but it does not say so directly in the text?)

	1. How can you tell the character is in a bad mood?
2. How can you tell that it was a nice day?

3. What lets you know that this does not normally happen?
4. How can you tell that he is old?

	AF4: Identify and comment on, the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level.
(The way a piece of writing is presented can affect the reader.) 


	1. Why is the word written in bold?
2. How does the way a page look help the reader?

3. Why is the sub-heading written in a colourful font?

4.  Why are there lots of short sentences?

	AF5: Explain and comment on the writer’s use of language, including grammatical and literacy features at word and sentence level?
(The impact on the reader of a writer’s choice of words.)
	1. Explain why the writer uses ...
2. How does the way the writer create a feeling of calm/ panic?

3. How do the describing words the writer uses help you understand what a person or place is really like? 

	AF6: Identify and comment on the writer’s purposes and viewpoints, and the overall effect of the text on the reader. 
(Why did the author write this?)
	1. What is this story trying to get you to believe?
2. Is the writer being fair?

3. Does the author like the character and how can you tell? (No, she doesn’t like the character because she describes him as the ‘nasty boy’.)

	AF7:  Relate texts to their social, cultural and historic traditions.
(Drawing on their own experiences of the world to try and get a deeper understanding of why something has happened in their story.)
	1. Are you surprised by what the girl shouted?
2. What would you do if you were the character?

3. How did you know it would have a happy ending? (Fairy tales always end well.)

4. Why will the boy get into trouble?




